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Welcome  

 
Welcome to the eighth issue of the quarterly AAPAF E-News! This publication provides current news, reports, updates 
and developments of AAPAF members. Through the AAPAF E-News, we hope to stir more channels of contact and 
dialogue among members as well as interested professionals outside of AAPAF. Your comments and feedback are 
most welcomed and appreciated.    
 
AAPAF Announcements 

 
Upcoming Events  

Adelaide Contemporary Music Festival   – 4 April to 6 April 2008 
EFA General Assembly    – 24 April to 26 April 2008 
Macao Arts Festival     – 1 May to 30 May 2008 
Singapore Arts Festival    – 23 May to 22 June 2008 
Hong Kong New Vision Arts Festival   – 23 October to 23 November 2008 
 
Members’ News

 
 

 
Singapore Dance Theatre – Search for new Artistic Director  
Founded by Anthony Then and Artistic Director Goh Soo-Khim in 1988, the Singapore Dance Theatre (SDT) consists 
of 23 dancers hailing mainly from the Asia-Pacific region. In preparation for the current Artistic Director’s impending 
retirement in December 2008 after 20 years of dedicated service and outstanding achievements, the Board of SDT 
now invites candidates to submit their expressions of interest for this highly-regarded position. Regarded as 
Singapore’s national dance company, SDT is one of the premier professional dance companies to have emerged from 
the Asia-Pacific region in recent years. Its repertoire ranges from full-length classical ballet to contemporary and 
modern pieces, including works by choreographers Choo-San Goh, George Balanchine, and Stanton Welch, to Jiri 
Kylian, Sakiko Oshima, Marie-Claude Pietragalla and Boi Sakti. Recent tours to London (2005), South Korea (2006) 
and China (2007), on the back of earlier successful tours to France, Mexico and Australia, have met with much 
acclaim, further driving its intention to expand its touring itinerary and engage with an increasingly global audience. 
The Company seeks a visionary Artistic Director (AD) who will boldly chart new frontiers with artistic acuity. The AD is 
expected to forge new strategic local and international relationships in the business, arts and government sectors to 
further align the Company in an arc of focused and sustained growth and development. Applications must be 
submitted by 30 April 2008. For full details, visit www.singaporedancetheatre.com/aboutus/jobs.asp  
 
Battuta – 9 February to 23 March 2008 
Zingaro’s Battuta (right) is a spectacle of 36 sleek, powerful horses and a troupe of 
wickedly skilled riders. In a magical tent, set against the skyline of Victoria Harbour, 
resplendent brides, angry fathers, jealous rivals and bejewelled belly dancers mesmerize 
with their agility and speed.  
 
Accompanying these acrobatics are two bands of lively gypsy musicians: strings from 
Transylvania and brass from Moldavia. Marrying elements of circus and theatre, Battuta 
is unique entertainment filled with beautiful horses, theatrical characters and a wild 
festive spirit. Battuta is presented by the Hong Kong Arts Festival and the Hong Kong 
Jockey Club Charities Trust. For more info, visit www.zingaro.hk. To book tickets, visit 
www.urbtix.hk. 
 
Adelaide Contemporary Music Festival – 4 to 6 April 2008 
This new festival presents three innovative and engaging concerts featuring both popular 
classical works from recent years and exciting new music premieres by emerging and established Australian and 
international composers. Held at the Dunstan Playhouse & Artspace in the Adelaide Festival Centre, all works are 
performed by a lineup of talented classical musicians. Featuring the world premiere of a new works by Constantine 
Koukias, the composer commissioned by the Sydney Opera House to commemorate its 20th anniversary. 
For more info, visit www.adelaidefestivalcentre.com.au. 
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National Choreographic Centre Roubaix Nord-Pas de Calais Updates  
Eau – 2 to 5 April 2008 
A creation by the National Choreographic Centre Roubaix Nord-Pas de Calais for twelve dancers and an orchestra, 
Eau will play at the Opéra de Lille and feature original music by talented British composer Joby Talbot, as well as 
stage and light design by image designer Alain Fleischer. This production represents a totally new collaboration with 
Talbot and Fleischer, together with the Lille National Orchestra and Lille Opera.  

 
Mentoring and Support Scheme 
Throughout the 2007/08 season, Carolyn Carlson and the National 
Choreographic Centre will support the new works and careers of two 
emerging companies, namely the Juha Marsalo Company and Brahim 
Bouchelaghem’s Zahrbat Hip Hop Company.  
Breakfast Classes 
The National Choreographic Centre Roubaix Nord-Pas de Calais is 
developing a project called ‘Breakfast Classes’ in a school in a 
disadvantaged area of Roubaix. The project positions dance as a creative 
means of raising awareness of a public health policy among children – in 
this case nutritional issues. The ‘Breakfast Classes’ consist of a daily 
dance class followed by a balanced breakfast.  
 

 
EFA General Assembly – 24 to 26 April 2008 
The next EFA General Assembly takes place in Turkey. Hosted by the Aspendos Internatinal Opera & Ballet Festival, 
its theme is Festivals in a globalizing world: Obstacles, challenges and opportunities of cooperation between arts 
festivals worldwide. Next to offering a platform for invaluable working and networking opportunities, the conference 
will feature the release of two new EFA BOOKS: ‘Give, Get or Get off’ on cultural networking and ‘Cahier d’Atelier’ on 
festival programming. For more info, visit www.efa-aef.eu. 
 
Adelaide Festival Centre: Pilobolus – 6 to 10 May 2008 
Pilobolus (left) is a thirty-six year old major American dance company of international 
influence and renown. The company's innovative exploration of modern dance has 
given rise to a unique style where dancers transform their bodies into wondrous shapes.  
 
You may have seen their work at the Academy Awards or on Oprah. This performance 
at Her Majesty’s Theatre marks the company's first visit to Australia.  For more info, visit 
www.adelaidefestivalcentre.com.au. 
 
Macao Arts Festival – 1 to 30 May 2008 
The Cultural Affairs Bureau of the Macao SAR Government carries out the 19th Macao 
Arts Festival (MAF) with a rich, vast programme that explores not only traditional, but also pop and contemporary 

dance and music as well as theatre, offering yet another dynamic 
encounter between East and West. The festival opens with an Asian 
première from Israel, The Aluminum Show (left) produced by 
Dollbeat Productions, combining unique movement, dance and 
visual theater. Through the use of special effects, creative 
mechanisms and acrobatic dance, inanimate objects come to life 
with energy, emotion and even personality, as silver industrial 
materials create a luminous and reflective world. Nuevo Ballet de 
España presents Sangre Flamenca, closing the Festival with 
breathtaking passion. This Flamenco dance company came along 
from the encounter of professionals with an extended experience on 
Spanish and world stages.  
 
The two young founders and artistic directors – Ángel Rojas and 

Carlos Rodríguez have got a vast experience in the dance world and have received many awards and acclaim by 
both critics and audiences. For more info, visit http://www.icm.gov.mo/fam.  
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Singapore Arts Festival – 23 May to 22 June 2008 

Acclaimed artists from 21 countries converge at this year’s Singapore Arts Festival to present 25 productions that will 
leave patrons enthralled for more. The line-up includes Édouard Lock’s La La La Human Steps (Canada), leading 

European director Haris Pašović’s East West Theater Company (Bosnia & Herzegovina), 
emerging director Lies Pauwels and the experimental theatre company Victoria/Contact 
(Belgium/UK). From familiar classics to contemporary jazz, ethnic music to cross-genre 
soundscape explorations, music programmes include Howard Shore’s The Lord of the 
Rings Symphony by the Singapore Festival Orchestra, Chorus of the Slovene National 
Theatres Maribor and Ljubljana, and the Singapore Lyric Opera Children’s Choir; London 
Sinfonietta (UK); recorder collective QNG – Quartet New Generation (Germany) and 
queen of Sardinian folk music Elena Ledda’s Sonos ‘E Memoria (Italy).  
 
The Festival continues to commission new works and champion Singapore talents such 
as Ong Keng Sen, Ho Tzu Nyen, Cake Theatrical Productions, Drama Box, young 
choreographers (Ebelle Chong, Joavien Ng and Neo Hong Chin) and emerging director 
ZiZi Azah. Early bird discounts apply from now till 6 April 2008. For more info, visit 
www.singaporeartsfest.com. 
 

 
Blue Lady – 7, 9 and 10 September 2008 
The National Choreographic Centre Roubaix Nord-Pas de Calais’ Blue Lady takes place at this year’s Biennale de 
Lyon, and will feature dancer Tero Saarinen and music by René Aubry. The production marks the start of Carolyn 
Carlson’s 2008/09 season, and is a reinterpretation of her legendary solo Blue Lady. 
 
M1 Singapore Fringe Festival Updates 
M1 Singapore Fringe Festival 2009 – 7 to 18 January 2009 
The 2009 M1 Singapore Fringe Festival will feature the theme of ART AND FAMILY and showcase works across all 
genres, created and presented by Singaporean and international artists. Themed differently each year, the Festival 
aims to bring contemporary, cutting-edge and socially-engaged works to the Singapore audience. For more info, visit 
www.singaporefringe.com or email info@singaporefringe.com.  
 
Australia-Singapore theatre collaboration 
The Necessary Stage is collaborating with Australian artists to create a brand new 
work for touring in 2009. Phase I took place in Singapore from 30 January to 5 
February 2008 where the artists made field trips, conducted interviews and created 
scenes exploring sound, movement, text and multimedia.  
 
The production – dealing with themes of adoption, displacement, family, land and 
journey – will see Phase II in Melbourne [July] and its premiere in Singapore 
[March 2009]. For more info, please email Melissa Lim (melissa@necessary.org).  

 

 

Subscribe/Unsubscribe 

 
To subscribe or unsubscribe to AAPAF E-News, please visit website www.aapaf.org, or notify us at 
secretariat@aapaf.org. Contributions from members are welcomed. This newsletter is edited by the AAPAF 
Secretariat, the Singapore Arts Festival.  
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