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Welcome  

 
Welcome to the seventh issue of the quarterly AAPAF E-News! This publication provides current news, reports, 
updates and developments of AAPAF members. Through the AAPAF E-News, we hope to stir more channels of 
contact and dialogue among members as well as interested professionals outside of AAPAF. Your comments and 
feedback are most welcomed and appreciated.    
 
AAPAF Announcements 

 
Upcoming Events  
M1 Singapore Fringe Festival     – 16 January to 27 January 2008 
Hong Kong Arts Festival     – 14 February to 16 March 2008 
Macao Arts Festival     – 1 May to 30 May 2008 
 
Highlights of AAPAF Members’ Upcoming Events 

 
 
AAPAF Annual Conference 2007  
The 2007 AAPAF Annual Conference was held from 17 to 21 October 2007 and 
was hosted by the China Shanghai International Arts Festival (CSIAF). In addition 
to the Annual Conference, delegate members attended CSIAF’s Opening 
Ceremony, the CSIAF-organised International Events and Festivals Sponsorship 
Conference, as well as other arts performances. The AAPAF Executive Council 
(EC) also convened its 9th meeting. The Secretariat will circulate relevant 
documents on the 2007 Annual Conference to all AAPAF members at a later date. 
 
Call for Proposals to host AAPAF Meetings in 2008 
AAPAF members are encouraged to pitch for hosting rights to upcoming AAPAF meetings. The next Annual 
Conference and Annual General Meeting is targeted for 2nd or 3rd quarter of 2008, while EC meetings are planned 
for the 1st and 4th quarters of 2008. Host parties are strongly encouraged to coincide AAPAF Meetings with their 
own festivals or other key activities, and provide local hosting for AAPAF members (Estimated 35 persons for the 
Annual Conference, and 8 persons for the EC meetings). The Secretariat invites all interested members to indicate 
their event hosting interest, by emailing the proposed Meeting dates and scope of hosted activities to Ms Quek 
Yeng Yeng (quek_yeng_yeng@nac.gov.sg) by 1 February 2008. 
 
Members’ News

 
 

Festival Internacional Cervantino – 3 October to 21 October 2007 
The Festival Internacional Cervantino is the foremost multi-artistic Mexican 
festival. For the 2007 Festival, China was the guest of honor with superb 
performances by its National Ballet and the Ensemble of Jilin.  
 
The highlights of its 35th edition were: New London Consort (UK), Emio 
Greco|PC (Netherlands), Laurie Anderson (USA) and Mladinsko Theater 
(Slovenia), to name just a few, and the opening of a marquee for kids.  
 

 
SIDance 2007 – 4 October to 27 October 2007 
The 10th Seoul Int’l Dance Festival presented an exciting collection of world renowned dance companies and 
up-and-coming dance artists. Programmess included: Compagnia Aterballetto Omaggio a Bach, Rossini 
Cards; Asia · Central America Dance Exchange; The Third Movement – Contemporary African Dance 
Collection: Cie Li-Sangha, Cie 1er Temps, Cie Kettly Noël; SIDance Revisited: gala show by Korean 
contemporary dance artists; Pan · Gut; Kopergietery Out in the Woods; Compañía de Danza Aída Gómez 
Carmen ; and the Russell Maliphant Company. SIDance also launched outdoor performances under the title of 
Dancing City, presenting a number of choreographers with fresh ideas that allow contemporary dance to 
transgress its boundary and material.  
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Asia · Central America Dance Exchange MATA – Asian Tour  
A group of young, fresh choreographers from different backgrounds and 
nationalities created an original work reflecting their experience of a 6-month 
dance residency program in Seoul from May to October 2007. Thai traditional 
dance, Indonesia’s Flores dance, contemporary dance, and Mexican pop music 
collapsed into a work that explored cutting edge ideas and a new concept of 
multi-national collaboration. The production was led by Artistic Director Daniel 
Yeung, and was co-choreographed by Maria Aprianti, Joey Chua, Janice Platt, 
Anucha Sumaman and Daniel Yeung. It made its world premiere at the Seoul 
International Dance Festival 2007 on 11 October. It then toured to Shanghai (19 October), Singapore (23 
October), Solo (26 October) and Surabaya (28 October). This project was initiated as a part of Korea’s Triple 
Cultural Partnership Initiative 2007, co-organised by the CID-UNESCO Korea Chapter and supported by 
AAPAF and Korea’s Ministry of Culture & Tourism.  
 
Macao International Music Festival – 5 to 31 October 2007 
The Cultural Affairs Bureau of the Macao SAR Government presented the 21st Macao International Music 
Festival (MIMF). Each year, the MIMF brings internationally renowned artists from all over the world to Macao, 
and has gradually evolved into the major musical event in the territory. It seeks to promote a balanced range 
of events in order to reflect the diversity and uniqueness of Macao, and enrich the cultural life of the region 
while meeting the expectations and aspirations of the community. The 2007 programme embraced opera, 
symphonic music, chamber music, contemporary music, pop and modern music, and offered one more 
dynamic encounter between East and West.  
 

Mediterranean Arts Festival – 19 October to 18 November 2007 
The Mediterranean Arts Festival was the 2nd edition in the World’s Cultures Festival series 
presented by the Hong Kong Leisure and Cultural Services Department. Bordering Europe, 
Africa and Asia, the Mediterranean Sea, which separates as well as connects the cultures 
and peoples of the lands surrounding it, has been a major cradle of civilization.  
 
The Festival aimed to promote the appreciation of Mediterranean arts and cultures 
through a rich selection of programmes from Spain, Portugal, Italy, Greece, Turkey, Egypt 
and North Africa to include flamenco, fado, Venetian carnivals, 
commedia dell’arte, Greek tragedy, the whirling ceremony, belly 
dance, sufi as well as Eastern Mediterranean music.  

 
Good People – 1 to 11 November 2007 
To celebrate its 20th Anniversary, The Necessary Stage (TNS) presented a brand new 
play set in a hospice that deals with the issue of living, dying and the pain in between. 
Moving, humorous and evocative, Good People looked at urgent contemporary issues 
through the test of personal relationships. The production took place from 1 – 11 
November 2007 at TNS Black Box.  
 
Adelaide International Guitar Festival – 23 November to 2 December 2007 
Inspired and assisted by the New York Guitar Festival, the festival aims to attract 
world-wide audiences with performances by local, national and international artists across a variety of genres 
including rock-n-roll, classical, Spanish, blues, roots and jazz. It expands public appreciation for the guitar as 
well as foster young and emerging Australian talent. The program also included artist forums, a visual arts 
component and an artist in residence.  
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M1 Singapore Fringe Festival 2008: Art And History – 16 to 27 January 2008 
The M1 Singapore Fringe Festival is back from 16 – 27 January 2008, featuring 20 works 
from 13 countries, with the theme of ART AND HISTORY.  
 
The annual Festival showcases performing and visual arts by Singaporean and international 
artists, with the aim to bring contemporary, cutting-edge and socially-engaged works to the 
Singapore audience. For more info, visit www.singaporefringe.com or email 
info@singaporefringe.com. Get involved. 

 
EFA Charter on Intercultural Dialogue to be launched in January 2008! 
The European Festivals Association (EFA) drafts an EFA Charter on Arts Festivals, Promoters of Intercultural 
Dialogue. The Charter aims to highlight the way in which festivals contribute to the development of intercultural 
dialogue in an increasingly globalized world. It will be presented and signed by festivals (in the field of music, dance, 
theatre, literature, philosophy, rock, jazz, children’s and street arts…) in a festive signing ceremony during the 
official opening of the ‘European Year of Intercultural Dialogue’ in Ljubljana on 7 - 8 January 2008. In the course of 
year, the whole festival world is invited to sign up the Charter and commit to its objectives. For more info (including 
the draft text), visit www.efa-aef.eu.  
 
Highlights of 36

th
 Hong Kong Arts Festival – 14 February to 16 March 2008 

Highlights of the 36th Hong Kong Arts Festival (right) include: Peter Brook’s Fragments; 
Pina Bausch Tanztheater Wuppertal’s Vollmond; Rigoletto by Teatro Regio di Parma; 

Swan Lake and Onegin by Stuttgart Ballet; András Schiff, Ornette 
Coleman, the New York Philharmonic and the London Philharmonic 
Orchestra.  
 
For more info, visit www.hk.artsfestival.org.  
 
Battuta – 9 February to 23 March 2008 
Hong Kong audiences can also look out for Battuta (left) by French 
equestrian theatre Zingaro, a special attraction co-presented with 
Hong Kong Jockey Club.  
 
Thirty-six horses, 18 actors/riders, a klezmer band and a brass ensemble: lively music, 
spectacular theatre and thrilling horsemanship. For more info, visit www.zingaro.hk.  
 

Macao Arts Festival – 1 May to 30 May 2008 
The Cultural Affairs Bureau of the Macao SAR Government carries out 
the 19th Macao Arts Festival (MAF) with a rich, vast programme that 
explores not only traditional, but also pop and contemporary dance and 
music as well as theatre, offering yet another dynamic encounter 
between East and West.  The festival opens with an Asian première from 
Israel, The Aluminum Show (right) produced by Dollbeat Productions, 
combining unique movement, dance and visual theater. Through the use 
of special effects, creative mechanisms and acrobatic dance, inanimate 
objects come to life with energy, emotion and even personality, as silver 
industrial materials create a luminous and reflective world.  

Nuevo Ballet de España presents Sangre Flamenca, closing the Festival with breathtaking passion. This Flamenco 
dance company came along from the encounter of professionals with an extended experience on Spanish and 
world stages. The two young founders and artistic directors – Ángel Rojas and Carlos Rodríguez have got a vast 
experience in the dance world and have received many awards and acclaim by both critics and audiences. For 
more info, visit http://www.icm.gov.mo/fam.  

Subscribe/Unsubscribe 

 
To subscribe or unsubscribe to AAPAF E-News, please visit website www.aapaf.org, or notify us at 
secretariat@aapaf.org. Contributions from members are welcomed. This newsletter is edited by the AAPAF 
Secretariat, the Singapore Arts Festival.  


