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Welcome  

 
Welcome to the third issue of the quarterly AAPAF E-News. This publication provides news, reports, updates 
and developments of AAPAF members. We hope that this will help open channels of contact and dialogue 
among members as well as interested professionals outside of AAPAF membership. We welcome your 
comments and feedback.    
 
AAPAF Announcements 

 
New Members 
With effect from June 2006, AAPAF would like to welcome the following Associate Members:  
 
Al Kasaba Theatre & Cinematheque is a non-governmental cultural specialized organization established in 
1970 in Jerusalem. It aims at the activation of cultural life in Palestine, and in enhancing the cultural exchange 
among local, Arab and international cultures, through the production of its own theatrical work and through 
hosting art performances, activities, and training courses in various art forms. Located at the heart of Ramallah 
City, the Theatre embraces different sectors of society, and stands as the only professional fully-equipped 
multipurpose venue in Palestine.  
 
Adelaide Cabaret Festival began in 2001 as an initiative of the Adelaide Festival Centre, home of the 
performing arts in South Australia. In the 6 years since, it has consolidated its position and importance to 
Adelaide and Australia as a key fixture in the national arts calendar. An annual event, it is held every June over 
16 days. It is all held at the Adelaide Festival Centre where 7 venues operate simultaneously with restaurant, 
bar and club facilities. It comprises more than 200 performances, 400 artists from around the world, 45 000 
attendances annually. The Festival also produces shows and has a touring programme, "Cabaret Caravan", 
presenting artists across Australia and New Zealand.  
 
East West Centre/Space Production in Sarajevo aims to become a leading regional centre for cultural 
exchange and collaboration. Its central geographical position in the region, its centuries-long tradition of 
multiculturalism, its amazing cultural life during the siege of Sarajevo and its widely known pleasant and friendly 
spirits – make Sarajevo a perfect city for East West Centre. There are three current regional projects going on: 
the theatre productions of Hamlet and Faust and the musical project East West Orchestra. East West Centre 
has also been working with the city of Tuzla to become the regional centre for theatrical co-productions. It has 
also embarked on collaborations with the Brčko District and Mostar, Croatia, Serbia, and the International 
Theatre Festival in Sarajevo.  
 
Upcoming Events  
Macau International Music Festival – 6 October to 5 November 2006 
Seoul Performing Arts Festival – 7 October to 29 October 2006 
9th Seoul International Dance Festival – 10 October to 25 October 2006 
Shanghai International Arts Festival – 18 October to 18 November 2006 
New Vision Arts Festival – 20 October to 19 November 2006 
 
Sydney Festival – 6 January to 26 January 2007 
Tokyo International Arts Festival—10 February to 27 March 2007 
Hong Kong Arts Festival – 23 February to 25 March 2007 
Auckland Festival (New Zealand) – 9 March to 24 March 2007 
Ten Days on the Island Tasmania – 23 March to 1 April 2007 
 
 
Highlights of AAPAF Members’ Past Events 

 
AAPAF Annual Conference 2006 
The 2nd AGM of AAPAF was held from 7 to 8 June 2006 in Hong Kong. Hosted by Hong Kong’s Leisure, and 
Cultural Services Department, and the Hong Kong Arts Festival and co-organised by the AAPAF Secretariat, 
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the Conference was attended by 30 members as well as invited guests and international speakers. In the 
course of the meetings, 4 new members were appointed to the Executive Council for the term 2006—2008 in 
addition to the permanent founding members. The new members of the Executive Council are: Nanning 
International Folk Song Arts Festival, Seoul Performing Arts Festival, Seoul International Dance Festival, and 
Tokyo International Arts Festival. Ms. Goh Ching Lee was also re-elected as the Chairperson of the Executive 
Council for the term 2006—2008 while Ms. Tisa Ho was elected as Vice-Chair.  

 
In a follow-on meeting of the new Executive Council held in 
Bali on 3 September hosted by Jakart, Mr. Chen Sheng Lai 
of China Shanghai International Arts Festival was elected as 
the second Vice-Chair of the Executive Council. The 
Executive Council discussed an action plan of developing 
joint production and touring programmes of member festivals 
that will be made known at a later date. AAPAF Executive 
Council Members identified the following areas for special 
attention: to engage and strengthen membership, promote 
multi-lateral collaboration and to research and share 
information about Asian Festivals. 
 

Adelaide Cabaret Festival 2006 
The 2006 Adelaide Cabaret Festival, held at the Adelaide Festival Centre’s was a resounding success both 
artistically and financially with over 48,000 attendances and more than 80 sold out shows. The Festival featured 
artists from across the globe from New York, Belgium, London, Ireland, Germany and all over Australia with 
sensational performances over the 16 memorable nights including 10 premieres.   
 
Highlights of this year’s Festival included the premiere performance of Meet Me In the Middle of the Air in which 
two of Australia’s greatest musical minds Paul Kelly and Paul Grabowsky combined with sister act Vika and 
Linda Bull, the Adelaide Art Orchestra and the Cat Scratch Choir; the presentation of concert versions of two 
new Australian chamber musicals, Metro Street and After the Beep; Masterclasses with Mandy Patinkin and 
Barb Jungr, and the German and New York series. 2007 dates for the Adelaide Cabaret Festival are 8 – 23 
June. More information on the Festival can be found at www.adelaidecabaret.com 
 
Members’ News

 
Adelaide International Guitar Festival Announced for 2007 
The Adelaide Festival Centre is pleased to announce a new prestigious annual international arts event – a 
guitar festival inspired and assisted by the New York Guitar Festival. The first Adelaide International Guitar 
Festival, expected to attract world-wide audiences, will be held at the Adelaide Festival Centre in Adelaide from 
23 November – 2 December 2007. This new annual event will feature performances by local, national and 
international artists across a variety of genres including rock n roll, classical, Spanish, blues, roots and jazz. 
 
It will expand the public appreciation for the guitar as well as foster young and emerging Australian talent.  The 
program will also include artist forums, a visual arts component and an artist in residence throughout the festival.  
The Festival will feature the curatorial expertise of David Spelman, Artistic Director and Co-Founder of the New 
York Guitar Festival, an event considered one of the most high calibre and respected specialist guitar festivals 
of its kind in the world. For more information on the Adelaide International Guitar Festival contact Adelaide 
Festival Centre Programming Executive Christine Schloithe at christine.schloithe@afct.org.au 
 
Ozasia Festival 
The Adelaide Festival Centre is pleased to announce an OzAsia Festival; it will be the first Australian festival 
that systematically explores the links between Australia and the diverse and rich cultures of Asia, presenting 
such an exploration in a compelling arts package. Clearly our links with Asia will be an increasingly important 
set of relationships for the future and the Festival Centre is positioned well to take the lead on this over the next 
few years. 
 
This annual festival to be held from October 2007 will present a cross section of the cultures of Asia, both 
traditional and contemporary and collaborative work between Australian and Asian artist and involve theatre, 
dance, music, film, visual arts and literature. It will be supported by a series of seminars with prominent Oz/Asia 
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advocates and arts practitioners to explore ways to further cultivate cultural links between Asia and Australia 
and we expect that it will attract local, interstate and international audiences. For further information on OzAsia 
please contact Adelaide Festival Centre Programming Executive Nick Skibinski at nick.skibinski@afct.org.au 
 
Bangkok 8th International Festival of Dance and Music 
Bangkok’s 8th International Festival of Dance and Music has evolved into one of the most important cultural 
festivals in Asia. Every year world-class performers from around the world take to the Bangkok stage bringing 
with them the best in operas, ballets, symphony orchestras and the like. This year’s Festival (from  Sept 5—Oct 
7)  will showcase three ballets (Romeo & Juliet, Spartacus and Nutcracker), four operas (Aida, Il Trovatore, La 
Boheme, Tosca), Symphony concerts, plus jazz, modern ballets, tango and flamenco.  
 
European Festivals Association: For Innovation in the ARTS 
ARS NOVA – working group on New Music to take place on 6, 7 and 8 October 2006 in Oslo/Norway. Another 
ARS NOVA meeting jointly organized by EFA and ECPNM will be held in Oslo at the 
occasion of the ULTIMA Oslo Contemporary Music Festival from 6-8 October 2006. 
Stimulating discussions about artistic challenges, combined with extraordinary networking 
opportunities and a fruitful platform for the starting up of new-music related co-operation 
projects embedded in the exciting programme of ULTIMA are only some of the many 
invaluable profits you gain from these 2 days. For more information and subscription write 
to Kathrin@efa-aef.eu.  
www.efa-aef.eu  
 
8th China Shanghai International Arts Festival—18 October to 18 November 2006 
With a theme of “Classics and Nation,” the highlights of this year’s festival will be gala performances by 
Langlang (piano solo), Huang Mengla (violin), Tang Muhai (orchestra director), Tan Yuanyuan (ballet), Jessye 
Norman (opera) and the Martins (gospel). The impressive lineup of overseas performers includes the BBC 
Symphony Orchestra, Chsische Staatskapelle Dresden, the Sydney Dance Company, the New York City Ballet 
and Teatro alla Scala from Italy.  
 
During the festival month there will also be regional programs such as a Mexican Culture Week, Italian series 
programs and an Inner Mongolia Culture Week. Other features will include the 8th Asian Music Festival, the 5th 
Baoshan International Folk Art Festival and other related events. 
http://www.artsbird.com/ 
 
Macao International Music Festival (MIMF) – 20th anniversary 
The Cultural Affairs Bureau of the Macao SAR Government presents the 20th Macao International Music 
Festival (MIMF) October 6th through November 5th. The musical acts, one for every year in the festival's history, 
range from jazz, classical and electronic sounds to Chinese folk-pop and Portuguese Fado, with artists as 
diverse as Lang Lang, Ryuichi Sakamoto, the WDR Symphony Orchestra and the Instant Composers Pool. The 
eclectic programme of 30 performances will fill Macao's autumn nights with magic as many concerts unfold in 
venues designated as World Heritage sites by UNESCO.  
www.icm.gov.mo/fimm 
 
New Vision Arts Festival (Hong Kong) – 20 October to 19 November 2006 

The New Vision Arts Festival will showcase some of today’s hottest cross-media performers 
from Hong Kong and around the world.  Featuring a cutting-edge line-up of innovative music, 
dance and theatre programmes, this year’s Festival will open with The Rite of Spring and 
Near the Terrace by Shen Wei Dance Arts.  Other programme highlights include – Eclectic 
Tales from Mongolia where the ancient forms of Mongolian long song and throat singing are 
rejuvenated and created new horizons of World Music; insen by Japanese electronic 
keyboard master Ruyuichi Sakamoto and visuals from German digital artist alva noto; 
reinvention of traditional shamisen music by the Yoshida Brothers; and Geisha by Ong 

Keng Sen to close the Festival.  http://www.newvisionfestival.gov.hk  
 
Seoul Performing Arts Festival 
The 6th annual Seoul Performing Arts Festival will be presenting 24 works from 14 countries this year (from 7th 
Oct until 29th Oct).  While all the productions remain faithful to the basic values and traditions in performing arts, 

http://www.efa-aef.eu/
http://www.ecpnm.com/
http://www.ultima.no/
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they will offer unrivalled and unique experiences in theatre, dance and music with dynamic contemporary 
appeal. 
 
The 7th annual Seoul Performing Arts Festival will be held from the 20th of September until the 14th of October 
2007.  It is currently looking for partners who are interested in organizing an Asian tour for some of the 
performances invited to the festival next year.  The performances expected to be invited to Seoul for 2007 
include Michael Clark’s ‘O’, an Israeli dance piece, and a Latvian theatre piece, ‘Long Life’.  It is open to any 
suggestions and looks forward to exploring the possibilities of arranging an Asian tour with any interested 
partner.  
 
Seoul International Networking Seminar for Festival Organizers (SINSFO)— 20 October to 21 October 
2006 
The themes of SINSFO have always moved forward towards the advancement of cultural and artistic festivals. 
Starting this year, “From Festival to Cultural Governance” will be discussed at SINSFO through a series of 
seminars hosted in Seoul throughout the next three years. In 2006, the topic for its first seminar will be "City 
Lives Alive: Urban Revitalization Milieu and Festival." Its aim is to explore the opportunities for festival growth 
through “city-culture collaboration.” The following participants are the guest speakers for SINSFO 2006: 

Mr. Peter Stark, Independent Adviser. Culture in Regeneration [Instigator and developer of Gateshead Quays 
Project (UK) and Project Manager, Johannesburg Cultural Arc (SA)].  

Mr. Johan Zietsman, Executive director of ISPA (International Society for the Performing Arts Foundation) 

Mr. Graham Shefield, Artistic Director of Barbican Center, 

Mr. Jan Briers, Vice President of EFA (European Festival Association) 

http://www.sfac.or.kr/english/seminar/2nd_inter_seminar_2006.asp 

The Necessary Stage (Singapore) stages Fundamentally Happy 
Eric, a 30-year-old social worker, returns to his childhood neighbourhood and looks for the home of his old 
neighbour. He finds that the couple are still living there, older and with children. As Eric and his old neighbour 
Habiba reminisce 'the old days', a shocking secret is revealed - one that would forever change their lives. 
  
Written by Haresh Sharma and directed by Alvin Tan, with Chua Enlai as Eric 
and Aidli ‘Alin’ Mosbit as Habiba, Fundamentally Happy takes an unflinching 
look at the personal and emotional issues surrounding paedophilia, without 
judgement or blame.   
20-24 Sep 2006 and 27 Sep-1 Oct 2006, 8pm  
(with 3 pm matinees on 23-24 Sep, 30 Sep & 1 Oct) 
www.necessary.org 
 
Appointments  

 
 
Mr. Alvan Loo is the new General Manager of the Singapore Dance Theatre. His contact is 
generalmanager@singaporedancetheatre.com 
 
Subscribe/Unsubscribe 

 
To subscribe or unsubscribe to AAPAF eNews, please visit website www.aapaf.org, or notify us at 
secretariat@aapaf.org.  Contributions from members welcomed. This newsletter is edited by AAPAF Secretariat 
at the Singapore Arts Festival.  

mailto:secretariat@aapaf.org
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