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Welcome  

 
Welcome to the second issue of the quarterly AAPAF E-News. This publication provides news, reports, updates 
and developments of AAPAF members. We hope that this will help open channels of contact and dialogue 
among members as well as interested professionals outside of AAPAF membership. We welcome your 
comments and feedback.    
 

AAPAF Announcements 

 
2nd Annual Conference and Annual General Meeting of AAPAF 2006 
The 2

nd
 Annual Conference and Annual General Meeting will be held in Hong Kong on 7 & 8 June 2006. This 

will take place in conjunction with the ISPA International Congress of the International Society of Performing 
Arts (ISPA) 8 – 11 June 2006, as well as the annual conference of the Association of Asian Pacific Arts Centres 
(AAPAC) 6-7 June 2006. The China (Hong Kong) International Performing Arts Fair will also take place from 7 
to 11 June 2006.  
 
New Members 
AAPAF would like to welcome the following Associate Members from 2006:  
 
Double M Arts & Events is a New York based arts management company that serves as a representative of 
performing artists in the disciplines of music, theatre, and dance. In addition to its management services, it also 
produces new work. The company focusses on the creation of contemporary performing arts projects with a 
strong interest in multi-media and interdisciplinary work. 
 
David Lieberman curates a roster of artists with the goal of supporting uncompromising artistic expression in 
creating the finest live experiences. It collaborates closely with presenters and artists to help develop and 
produce their work, and in creating administrative structures that will facilitate the realisation of their artistic 
visions. Its artists comprise the Richard Alston Dance Company, Merce Cunningham Dance Company, Diavolo, 
Speak Theatre Arts, Spectrum Dance Theatre, and The Watts Prophets.  
 
SAMANT A.F. International Concert Presentation, Russia, is one of the biggest Russian presenting companies 
in touring outstanding Russian artists internationally. Some of its Russian artists include St. Petersburg 
Philharmonic Orchestra, Moscow State Symphony Orchestra, Chamber Orchestra "Moscow Virtuosi", St. 
Petersburg Ballet Theatre of Boris Eifman, Moscow Stanislavsky Opera and Ballet Theatre, Grand Choir of 
Patriarch of Russia from the Moscow Christ-Saviour Cathedral, and Moscow Central Puppets Theatre. 

 

 

Upcoming Events  

Seoul Performing Arts Festival – 7 October to 29 October 2006 

9
th
 Seoul International Dance Festival – 10 October to 25 October 2006 

Sydney Festival – 6 January to 26 January 2007 

Hong Kong Arts Festival – 23 February to 25 March 2007 

Auckland Festival (New Zealand) – 9 March to 24 March 2007 

Ten Days on the Island Tasmania – 23 March to 1 April 2007 
 

 
AAPAF Annual Conference 2006 Programme Schedule 

 
2
nd
 Annual Conference of the Association of Asian Performing Arts Festivals 

7- 8 Jun 2006, Hong Kong 
 

 
Tue, 06 June 2006 (Hong Kong Cultural Centre Administration Building) 
 

7.45 pm – 9.00 pm 
 

Pre-Annual General Meeting for current AAPAF Executive Council Members 
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 Conference Room, 4

th
 

Floor 

7.30 pm Programme (Optional) 
 

• Kunju – Peony Pavillion, Hong Kong Cultural Centre Grand Theatre 

 
Wed, 07 June 2006  (Heritage Discovery Centre) 
 

9.00 – 9.30 am  
 
Activity Room, 1

st
 Floor 

Registration and Refreshments 

9.30 - 10.00 am 
 
Lecture Hall 
 

Opening Welcome Addresses by 
 
1) Ms Agnes Tang, Assistant Director (Performing Arts), Hong Kong Leisure, 
& Cultural Services Department 
2) Ms. Goh Ching Lee, Chairman AAPAF 
3) Mr. Darwin Chen, Chairman of the Committee on Performing Arts 
 

10.00 – 10.45 am 
 
Lecture Hall 

AAPAF Artists Speak Sessions: 
 
Speaker 1 : Mr Haris Pasovic, Director of East West Centre, Space 
Productions, Sarajevo 
 
One of the leading theatre directors in the Balkans for two decades, Haris 
Pasovic has won many accolades including Person of the Year 
2005/Theatre. His productions are regarded as landmarks in the development 
of the former Yugoslav theatre, and have toured extensively. During the siege 
of Sarajevo (1992—1995), he remained in Sarajevo to direct the International 
Theatre Festival MES and to organise the first Sarajevo Film Festival. After 
the war, he directed several documentaries including Greta, a piece about 
Prof. Greta Ferusic who survived both Auschwitz and the siege of Sarajevo. 
Mr Pasovic is co-founder of the Directing Department at the Performing Arts 
Academy and is also director at the East West Centre of Sarajevo. His most 
recent production Hamlet is the biggest regional co-production thus far, with 
an international cast, and has been named the Theatrical Event of the Year 
(2005).  
 

 11.05 – 12.00 pm 
 
Lecture Hall 

Speaker 2: 
George Ibrahim, Director, Al Kasaba Theatre and Cinematheque 
 
As the founder and director of Al Kasaba Theatre and Cinematheque, George 
Ibrahim brings with him a wealth of theatrical experience, not just directing 
but also performing and scriptwriting in various media (theatre, TV, and radio). 
Al Kasaba was founded in 1986 in Jerusalem, and since then it has toured 
extensively in Arab, European and American countries. The company’s  
productions have also garnered many awards in Arab and European 
international festivals, including the Palestine Award for Theatre. As a fervent 
torchbearer of Palestinian theatre development, George will share insights 
into the theatre and performing arts scene in Palestinian territories.  
 

12.0 - 2.00 pm 

胡同  Hutong    at Level 

28, Number One 
Peking Road, Tsim Sha 
Tsui 

Joint Lunch for AAPAF and AAPAC members  
 
Hosted by HK Leisure & Cultural Services Department 
 

2.30 – 3.15 pm 
 

Speaker 3 : Mr Benny Chia, Artistic Director, HK Fringe Club 
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 Lecture Hall Benny Chia is the founder and director of the Fringe Club, Fringe 

Festival and City Festival.  Born in Singapore, educated in Hong 
Kong and Belgium, he has scripted and produced over 15 dance 
and theatre pieces with local and overseas companies; curated and 
toured several art exhibitions to London, Singapore, Seoul, Taipei 
and Tokyo. He is on a number of arts boards, including the 
International Film Festival, Hong Kong Arts Administrators’ 
Association, and the newly formed Consultative Committee On 
West Kowloon Cultural District. His awards include the Badge of 
Honour by the Hong Kong Government, and Arts Promoter of the 
Year by the Artists’ Guild. 
 

3.30 – 4.30 pm  
 
Conference Room 

AAPAF Annual General Meeting (election of new Executive Council 
members) 

4.30 - 5.30 pm 
Conference Room 

AAPAF Executive Council Meeting for elected new members 

6.30 –7.30 pm 
Hong Kong Fringe Club 

Networking Cocktail Reception with ISPA Delegates 

 
 
7.30 pm 
 
8.00 pm 

Performance (Optional) 
 

• Kunju – Peony Pavillion, Hong Kong Cultural Centre Grand Theatre 
 

• The Outcast General by Zuni Icosahedron, Hong Kong Cultural Centre 
Studio Theatre 

 

• Eugene Pao Special Quintet, Hong Kong City Hall Concert Hall 

 
Thu, 08 June 2006 (Heritage Discovery Centre) 
 

9 am 
 
Activity Room 

Morning Refreshments 

9.30 – 10.45 am 
 
Lecture Hall 

Project Sharing and Pitching by AAPAF members 
(Open to AAPAC members) 
 

11.15 - 12.30 pm 
 
Lecture Hall 

Project Sharing and Pitching (cont’d) 

12.30 - 2 pm  AAPAF Closing Lunch hosted by Hong Kong Arts Festival 
  
Farewell or continued attendance at ISPA Congress 
 

 
 
7.30 pm 
 
8.00 pm 

Programme (Optional) 
 

• Hong Kong Sinfonietta, City Hall Concert Hall 

• Hong Kong Dance Festival 2006: Triple bill by City Contemporary Dance 
Company, Hong Kong Ballet & Hong Kong Dance Company, Kwai Tsing 
Theatre Auditorium 

• Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra & Hong Kong Chinese 
              Orchestra, Hong Kong Cultural Centre Concert Hall 

• The Outcast General by Zuni Icosahedron, Hong Kong Cultural Centre 
Studio Theatre  
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 • Dance Me to the End of Love by Theatre du Pif, Sheung Wan Civic 

Centre Theatre 

 
Highlights of AAPAF Members’ Past Events 

 
Hong Kong Arts Festival 2006 

Featuring over 100 performances and exhibitions over 5 weeks, the 34th arts festival scored a first with both 

locals and visitors to Hong Kong, setting for itself the highest box office sales record in 34 years. Indeed the 

sold out performances were testimony to the success of this year’s festival, comprising the likes of Semper 

Opera Dresden & Opera Nuremburg’s Don Giovanni, Cloud Gate Dance Theatre of Taiwan, and Hong Kong 

Philharmonic Orchestra’s collaboration with City of Birmingham Symphony Chorus, among others. 66% of all 

performances in fact were sold out.  

  
This year’s line up of theatre programmes was particularly exciting, with a world premiere of The National 
Theatre’s The History Boys before its Broadway debut as well as a home-grown musical commissioned by the 
Arts Festival—The Legend of the White Snake by the Actors’ Family. There were also fitting tributes to various 
musicians, ranging from Mozart to Antonio Carlos Jobim to Ray Charles. With its colourful programming and 
stellar offering of international artists, Hong Kong Arts Festival looks set to take its name to greater heights. 
 
MI Singapore Fringe Festival 2006 

The Necessary Stage curated and organised the M1 Singapore Fringe Festival 2006, which took place from 22 

February to 5 March 2006. The M1 Singapore Fringe Festival is an annual festival of theatre, performance art, 

film, dance, visual arts, mixed media, music and forum created and presented by Singaporean and international 

artists. Based on a different theme every year, the festival aims to bring the best of contemporary, cutting-edge 

and socially engaged works to the Singapore audience.  

 

For 2006, the theme was Art and Healing, and a total of 51 works across all art forms from 

20 countries were showcased. The festival attracted an audience of about 150,000 with a 

mixture of free and ticketed events at 7 different venues within the Fringe Belt, which is 

centred within the arts and civic district in Singapore.  

  
The M1 Singapore Fringe Festival 2007 will have a theme of Art and Disability. More 
information can be found at www.singaporefringe.com.  
 

 
Members’ News

 
Singapore Arts Festival 2006 
Come June, Singapore’s premier arts festival will bring together class acts, prestigious names, and new faces in 
the art world to inspire and connect with everyone. This year’s dance programme promises to be an exciting 
line-up with a strong focus on Asian contemporary dance.  
Theatre highlights include the SITI Company’s Death and the Ploughman, as well as its Viewpoints Acting 
Method by its founder, Anne Bogart, in an International Theatre Workshop. Station House Opera’s Play on 
Earth literally crosses time and space in the Festival’s first-ever simultaneous 
transcontinental world premiere in Singapore, Sao Paulo and NewcastleGateshead; as well 
as new works by Singapore’s Drama Box, The Necessary Stage, and Theatreworks.  
 
Cross-cultural ensembles and new sonic ideas (vegetables!) are the features of this year’s 
music programme, inspired by different musical cultures. Fine traditions are not forgotten 
however, with a special celebration of Mozart’s 250

th
 anniversary presented by Camerata 

Salzburg.  
 
These and many more in the expanded visual arts and outreach programme promise to entice and entertain so 
be sure not to miss them!  
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Appointments  

 
Ms. Carla van Zon, Artistic Director of the New Zealand International Arts Festival, has left the festival and is 
available for arts consultancy work either in New Zealand or internationally. Carla’s contact is 
carla.vanzon@xtra.co.nz 
 
Mrs. Lissa Twomey, the new Artistic Director of the New Zealand International Arts Festival. Her contact is 
lissa.twomey@festival.co.nz 
 
Ms Tisa Ho, the new Executive Director of the Hong Kong Arts Festival. Her contact is tisa.ho@hkaf.org 
 
Ms. Chan Mei Wah, the new General Manager of the Singapore Dance Theatre. Her contact is 
generalmanager@singaporedancetheatre.com 
 

The Auckland Festival is delighted to welcome to its 2007 Festival Board of Trustees, three new members: 

 

Mr. Roger King, the Artistic Director for the Taranaki Arts Festival Trust, which oversees the Taranaki Festival 

of the Arts and WOMAD (World of Music Art & Dance), New Zealand’s largest outdoor music event. 

  

Ms. Vivienne Sutherland Bridgwater, who has worked in the media and arts for more than three decades, 

during which time she was the general manager for the Radio Bureau and Mai FM as well as sitting on the 

Board of Television New Zealand and consulting for Saatchi & Saatchi. 

  
Ms. Heather Shotter has held several senior management positions since joining SKYCITY in 1994. She is 
currently responsible for SKYCITY's New Zealand business operations, and for the marketing, sales, 
communications and business planning functions across the Group.     
 

Subscribe/Unsubscribe 

 
To subscribe or unsubscribe to AAPAF eNews, please visit website www.aapaf.org, or notify us at 
secretariat@aapaf.org.  Contributions from members welcomed. This newsletter is co-ordinated by AAPAF 
Secretariat at the Singapore Arts Festival.  


