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Welcome  

 
Welcome to the thirteenth issue of the quarterly AAPAF E-News! This publication provides current news, 
reports, updates and developments of AAPAF members. Through AAPAF E-News, we hope to open more 
channels of contact and dialogue among members as well as interested professionals outside of AAPAF.  

 
Your comments and feedback are most welcomed and appreciated.    
 

AAPAF Announcements 

 
Current & Upcoming Events  
Bangkok’s International Festival of Dance and Music – 7 September to 17 October 2009 
Oz Asia Festival      – 3 October to 17 October 2009 
Seoul International Dance Festival    – 5 October to 24 October 2009 
Silk Road Arts Festival      – 9 October to 8 November 2009 
Festival Internacional Cervantino     – 14 October to1 November 2009 
Seoul Performing Arts Festival    – 21 October to 21 November 2009 
Hong Kong Arts Festival      – 25 February to 28 March 2010 
New Zealand International Arts Festival    – 26 February to 21 March 2010 
 

Highlights of AAPAF Matters 

 
2009 AAPAF Annual General Meeting & Conference 
The 2009 AAPAF Annual General Meeting & Conference will be held in Seoul during the period of                        

19-22 October 2009, and co-hosted by Seoul Performing Arts Festival and Seoul Foundation for Arts & 
Culture. The itinerary includes a project sharing session, a roundtable discussion with Korean festival 
organisations and arts professionals, selected Festival performances and visits to Seoul’s key arts venues. 
 

AAPAF Internship Award 2010 – Call for Hosting Interest 
The AAPAF Internship Award returns for the 2nd year! This initiative leverages on the AAPAF member network 
to offer festival internships (minimum 4-week duration) to aspiring and practicing festival managers. Up to 2 
candidates will be selected to intern at member festivals and receive an AAPAF grant of USD2,000 each to 
defray their travel and living expenses. The 2010 Award is valid for internships held between 1 April 2010 to 
31 March 2011. Member festivals (both full and associate) are invited to indicate their interest to host an 

intern. Those interested should alert the Secretariat (sylvia_low@nac.gov.sg) before 30 October 2009. 
Applications for the 2010 Award will open to the public from 18 November 2009 to 19 January 2010. 
Successful applicants will be announced by February 2010. 

 

Members’ News

 
OzAsia Festival – 3 to 17 October 2009 

Since its inception in 2007 the Adelaide Festival Centre’s annual OzAsia 
Festival continues to gain support and attention on a local and international 
basis. The 2009 program features some of the most talented artists from 

around the world, including China, Japan, UK, Korea, Indonesia, India, Hong 
Kong, Pakistan and Malaysia, along with Australians who identify with an 
Asian cultural heritage and collaborative work between Australian and Asian 
artists.  
 
Performances include music, dance, theatre, visual art, film, food and free 

events, a number of Australian exclusives and a world premiere. For more info, 
visit www.ozasiafestival.com.au  
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Silk Road Arts Festival – 9 October to 8 November 2009 
The Festival opens with Splendours of the Tang Dynasty, an extravaganza of 
songs and dance by Shaanxi Provincial Song and Dance Theatre. This is 
followed by a series of exotic concerts from Central Asia, South Asia and the 
Middle East. Renowned musicians from countries along the Silk Road roll out a 
rich tapestry of sounds that weave together the traditional and the new. The colorful and energy-charged 

performances by Georgian National Dance Company Sukhishvili and new work Re- (I, II, III) by Shen Wei 
Dance Arts promise to be a feast for the eye. Closing the festival will be the Buddhist Showcase by three 
famous Buddhist music ensembles from the Mainland. For more info, visit www.silkroadfestival.gov.hk. 

 

Festival Internacional Cervantino – 14 October to 1 November 2009 
The colonial city of Guanajuato is the stage for one of the most relevant 
artistic events in Mexico and Latin America: the Festival Internacional 
Cervantino (FIC). For its 37th edition, guests of honor Quebec and 
Zacatecas feature the best of their artistic productions. For the first time, 

FIC will be inspired on a theme: Galileo and the Telescope:400 years, and 
join worldwide celebrations of the International Year of Astronomy of the 
United Nations. Over 19 days, FIC will display 35 events dedicated to the 
astronomer, 131 companies and soloist, 40 art exhibitions, 67 academic 
activities, as well as three film cycles. In total, 2,300 artists from more than 

20 countries will gather in 67 venues in Guanajuato. FIC will also tour some other venues of the state, as well 

as different cities of the country. For more info, visit www.festivalcervantino.gob.mx. 

 

Updates from JakArt 
JakArt@2009 - An International Arts Cultural and Educational Festival - will host “An Exhibition of Images: 
Young in 60 Cities" from October to November 2009. The embodiment of two disciplines - Photography and 
Fashion – the exhibition will feature the winner and the best selections of the ITF Photo Competition. The 
competition expresses the insights of photographers, popular culture and fashion as well as their influence 
on youth and young adults. The exhibition is a compilation of artwork which 
explores the natural teenage impact on fashion, and through it, we hope to 

encourage a worldwide conversation about fashion. For more info, visit 
www.jakart.info or www.itf-pc.com.  

 

Update from the Adelaide Festival Centre: Christmas Proms 
A spectacular Adelaide Festival Centre Christmas tradition! Share the joy of the 
Christmas season with the sensational Adelaide Art Orchestra, the inspirational 
Adelaide Vocal Project and conductor Timothy Sexton plus some very special 
guests, as they perform favourite festive music and carols. You'll also experience a 
unique treat with the mighty Festival Theatre Silver Jubilee Organ! Filled with 

traditional Yuletide musical treasures, and some very special surprises, this concert 
is a musical treat for the whole family (most suited for families with children 7 years 
and over). The Christmas Proms (right) will be staged from 18 – 19 December 
2009. For more info, visit www.adelaidefestivalcentre.com.au. 

 

European Festivals Association: FestLab for Creativity and Innovation 

invites Asian festivals to participate 
The FestLab for Creativity and Innovation is an initiative by the European 

Festivals Association (EFA) at the occasion of the European Year of Creativity 
and Innovation. The FestLab is established to spotlight the excellence of 
festivals in the creative and societal process and to give incentives to 

successfully fulfill the festivals’ core mission which still is the artistic one. Asian festivals are invited to become 
part of the project that is supported by EU Culture Commissioner Ján Figel'. Submit your innovative project 
2009 and get featured in the EFA newsletter FestFlash on Creativity and Innovation and on the FestLab 

website. For more info, visit www.efa-aef.eu/festlab or email juliane@efa-aef.eu. 
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Updates from Flanders Festival 
The Music Masters on Air: European Broadcasting festival (MusMA) is an initiative of 10 European festivals in 
a strong partnership with their broadcasting stations to stimulate the circulation of young composers within 
a European context. With the aim to promote innovative, contemporary classical music, each festival 
presents a project and subsequently exchanges programmes with each other. The MusMA is a project of 
our member the Flanders Festival Brussels and will be launched in May 2010. 

 

Hong Kong Arts Festival – 25 February to 28 March 2010 
The Hong Kong Arts Festival is the pre-eminent annual arts events in Hong Kong, and tickets for its 38th 

edition are available from 15 October 2009. The finest Cantonese opera by the brightest stars kicks off the 
Festival, and there will also be programmes by conductors including 
Gergiev, Dohnányi and Jacobs, directors Berkoff and Mendes PLUS the 
Mariinsky Theatre, Red Leap, Wildrice, Nina Simone, Mikhail Rudy and 
Andreas Scholl. For more info, visit www.hk.artsfestival.org. 

 

New Zealand International Arts Festival – 26 February to 21 March 2010 
The New Zealand International Arts Festival is New Zealand’s premiere 
cultural event and one of the leading multi-arts festivals in the world. 

The 2010 Festival will be held in Wellington, and the programme 
promises to be as wide-ranging as ever. Featuring award-winning 
theatre, visionary dance, monumental music collaboration, and a 
renowned prize-winning author, the events already announced – 
Mahler Symphony No.8; Sound of Silence; Good Morning, Mr. 

Gershwin (left); and Simon Schama – give a taste of what’s to come. 

The full programme will be launched on 3 November 2009. For more 
info, visit www.nzfestival.nzpost.co.nz.  

 

New Vision Arts Festival 2010 
The fifth edition of New Vision Arts Festival will be presented in the autumn of 2010. It has always been a 
challenging experience not only for programme organizers but also for audiences. The upcoming festival 
will showcase a rich range of innovative, cutting-edge and cross-cultural programmes with Asian elements 
and it serves as a platform to encourage new works with originality and creativity. For more info, visit 
www.newvisionfestival.gov.hk.    

 

Appointments 

 
Singapore Arts Festival 
Ms Goh Ching Lee, Director of the Singapore Arts Festival, stepped down on 8 October 2009 to take a 
hiatus and explore new opportunities. Ms Goh helmed the Festival in the last ten years, and under her 
direction, the Festival was active in commissioning and establishing international partnerships. Ms Goh was 

one of the founding members that championed the set up of AAPAF and served as its Chair for three 
consecutive terms. AAPAF takes this opportunity to sincerely thank her for her unceasing contribution to 
AAPAF and wishes her success in the future. Mr Low Kee Hong has been appointed the Singapore Arts 
Festival’s General Manager. Mr Low was General Manager of the 2006 and 2008 Singapore Biennale, and 
prior to that appointment, was Associate Artistic Director of TheatreWorks (Singapore).   

 

Subscribe/Unsubscribe 

 
To subscribe or unsubscribe to AAPAF E-News, please visit website www.aapaf.org, or notify us at 
secretariat@aapaf.org. Contributions from members are welcomed. This newsletter is edited by the AAPAF 
Secretariat, the Singapore Arts Festival.  


