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Welcome  

 
Welcome to the twelfth issue of the quarterly AAPAF E-News! This publication provides current news, reports, 
updates and developments of AAPAF members. Through AAPAF E-News, we hope to open more channels 
of contact and dialogue among members as well as interested professionals outside of AAPAF.  

 
Your comments and feedback are most welcomed and appreciated.    
 

AAPAF Announcements 

 
Current & Upcoming Events  

 
Bangkok’s International Festival of Dance and Music – 7 September to 17 October 2009 
Oz Asia Festival      – 3 October to 17 October 2009 
Seoul International Dance Festival    – 5 October to 24 October 2009 
Silk Road Arts Festival      – 9 October to 8 November 2009 
Seoul Performing Arts Festival    – 21 October to 21 November 2009 
Hong Kong Arts Festival      – 25 February to 28 March 2010 
 

Highlights of AAPAF Matters 

 
12th AAPAF Executive Council Meeting  
The 12th AAPAF Executive Council Meeting was held in Auckland, New Zealand on 12 March 2009, and 
hosted by the Auckland Festival, in association with Creative New Zealand, the Arts Council of New 

Zealand Toi Aotearoa.  
 

2009 AAPAF Annual General Meeting & Conference 
The 2009 AAPAF Annual General Meeting & Conference will be held in Seoul during the period of                        

12-16 October 2009, and co-hosted by Seoul Performing Arts Festival (SPAF) and Performing Arts Market in 
Seoul (PAMS). Members are offered up to 4 nights of local accommodation, land transfers, performance 
tickets and invites to selected functions. Members are invited to indicate their likely attendance with the 
Secretariat (sylvia_low@nac.gov.sg) by 14 July. More details (including exact Meeting dates, itinerary and 
hospitality arrangements) will be circulated via email in the coming weeks. 
 

AAPAF Internship Award 2009 – Reflections from our first recipient 
Recipient of the inaugural AAPAF Internship Award, Ms Natalie Chong Pei Wen (Malaysia), performed her 
internship at the Hong Kong Arts Festival from 19 January to 13 February 2009. This is a short description of 
and reflection on her experience: 
 

While I was working as an intern at the Hong Kong Art Festival, one of my tasks was to coordinate the 

symposium which involved communications with the several different groups involved in the symposium. 

Coming from Malaysia to work in Hong Kong for the first time, I found it very interesting to deal with the very 

different types of people involved. I also found it quite a challenge to adapt to Hong Kong working culture 

which is very fast and spontaneous. As an intern, I was also able to observe the operation of the art festival 

as it involved the different departments and started to understand how they worked and the integration 

between the different festival departments. My internship at the Hong Kong Art Festival was a great 

introduction to the professional planning & coordination of a big arts festival.    

      

The 2nd Award recipient for 2009, Ms Carol So (Hong Kong), will perform her internship at the OzAsia Festival 
later this year. 
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Members’ News

 
 

Updates from M1 Singapore Fringe Festival  
The M1 Singapore Fringe Festival ran from 7 to 18 January 2009, featuring 21 works from 12 countries curated 
around the theme of “Art and Family”. A resounding success, it was “one of the most well-received editions 
of the 5-year-old Fringe Festival” (TODAY, Singapore) and reached out to about 65,000 people. The 2010 

Festival takes place from 13 to 24 January 2010 with the theme of Art and the Law. For more info, visit 
www.singaporefringe.com.  
 

The Necessary Stage, which organizes the annual M1 Singapore Fringe Festival co-presented Past Caring 
with Australia’s Tony Yap Company. A multidisciplinary creative collaboration dealing with issues of land 
rights, adoption and migration, Past Caring was staged from 25 Feb – 8 Mar 2009 at The Necessary Stage 

Black Box to critical and popular acclaim. For more info, email admin@necessary.org.  
 
"... a melodic, intelligent piece of work" - The Straits Times Life! 
"In exploring the ties that bind two countries, Past Caring succeeds in its quiet, gentle ways." - TODAY 

 

European Atelier for Young Festival Managers 
The European Atelier for Young Festival Managers is a unique, intense, one-week training programme 
initiated by the European Festivals Association. The second edition was held from 26 April to 3 May 2009 in 
Varna (Bulgaria), and was attended by 35 participants from 21 countries. One of the attendees was a 

Singapore Arts Festival programming manager, Ms Christie Chua. This is a short reflection on her experience: 
 
The Atelier was definitely an eye-opener for me. I met a lot of great peers from various festivals from all over 

the world who shared about their challenges and their successes. I also learnt from more established festival 

directors who taught us to be daring and to not forget about the role of the festival. The Atelier gave me a 

fresh insight on what I could contribute to the Singapore Arts Festival, and it certainly motivated me for the 

upcoming festival! This is an opportunity not to be missed! 

 
The 3rd edition of the Atelier will take place from 23 October to 30 October 2011. Pre-registration is open 
now. For more info, visit www.efa-aef.eu/en/activities/european-atelier  

 

Updates from Singapore Arts Festival 
The Singapore Arts Festival 2009, which concluded on 14 June, drew in close to 800,000 audiences, and 
achieved a record 92.5 percent house attendance, the highest since 1986. Fourteen of 26 ticketed main 

productions were sold-out, the highest in a decade.  
 
This year, the Festival continued to push boundaries in arts-
making through new works and commissions. In addition, the 
Festival’s role as a critical bridge for local arts talent to reach 
an international audience has seen the Festival facilitating the 

presentation of a Singapore Showcase in Edinburgh 
comprising leading performing and literary arts talents at the 
Edinburgh Festivals this August.  Since 2001, 20 commissions 
and co-commissions by the Festival have toured 34 countries in 
Europe, America and the Asia-Pacific. For more info, visit 
www.singaporeartsfest.com and www.nac.gov.sg.  
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Bangkok’s International Festival of Dance & Music – 7 September to 17 October 
Bangkok’s International Festival of Dance & Music, now in its 11th year, was set up with the objective of 
improving the standard of music and dance in Thailand as also to educate the people of Thailand about 
the culture of other countries and widen their cultural horizons. Since its inception, the festival has been a 
huge artistic success attracting quality international performers from the United States, Europe, Australia, 
and Asia. Under the auspices of the Festival, operas, classical ballets, symphony orchestras, contemporary 

dance, jazz performances etc have become the norm. The Festival is continuously looking for leading acts 
in music, dance and other performing arts to present to the Bangkok audiences. The intention is to ensure a 
varied, different and spectacular lineup from all round the world for each and every festival. International 
Cultural Promotions Limited (ICPL) are the organizers of this annual festival which runs from September-
October in Bangkok. For more info, visit www.bangkokfestivals.com.  

 

Appointment of Mr Lee Jong Ho as  

Executive Director of the 3rd Delphic Games 
Mr Lee Jong Ho, Artistic Director of the Seoul International Dance 

Festival, has been appointed as Executive Director for the Organising 
Committee of the 2009 Delphic Games. The Games is an international 
festivity of arts and culture which originated in Greece in 6th century BC. 
The modern Games were re-initiated and staged in Moscow, Russia in 
2000, while the 2nd edition was held in Kuching, Malaysia in 2005.  
 

The 3rd Delphic Games will be held on Jeju Island, Korea from 9 to 15 
September, and feature 18 disciplines in 6 art categories. For more info, 
visit www.delphic2009.com or email shinah.kim@sidance.org.  

 
 

OzAsia – 3 October to 17 October 2009 

The 2009 OzAsia Festival presents bahok with Akram Kahn Company and the National Ballet of China, and 
Into the Fire, a presentation by Paul Grabowsky, Australian Art Orchestra and the Sruthi Laya Percussion 
Ensemble, with special guest and Bharatanatyam dancer Rajeskwari Sainat. For more info, visit 

www.adelaidefestivalcentre.com.au/ozasia.  
 

Silk Road Arts Festival – 9 October to 8 November 2009 
The Silk Road Arts Festival, the third edition of the World’s Cultures Festival Series, represents a journey of 

experiencing the beautiful and fascinating culture of the magnificent Silk Road. Highlights of the Festival 
include Central Asia Music by Alim & Fargana Qasimov; a Buddhist music programme by three renowned 
religious groups from the mainland; Shen Wei’s Re-Triptych; Ghazal – Persian and Indian Improvisations by 
Kayhan Kalhor and Shujaat Husain; Georgian State Dance Company; Marco Polo’s Travel to China by En 
Chordais Ensemble; plus Iranian Rhythms by Zarbang. Counter booking starts on 14 August. For more info, 
visit www.silkroadfestival.gov.hk.  

 

Hong Kong Arts Festival – 25 February to 28 March 2010 
The 38th Hong Kong Arts Festival will feature Ballet of the Mariinsky Theatre. Valery Gergiev will also lead the 
Mariinsky in an opera production and two orchestral evenings. Other attractions include On the Waterfront 

Steven Berkoff's smash hit; the Argentinean tango big band Café de los Maestros; world music diva Sa 
Dingding; major Cantonese opera canon; commissioned works from three of Hong Kong's top theatre 
talents: Fredric Mao, Danny Yung and Wong Wing-sze; the second installment of APDP (Asia Pacific Dance 
Platform); and much more. Bookings start October 2009. For more info, visit www.hk.artsfestival.org 

 

Subscribe/Unsubscribe 

 
To subscribe or unsubscribe to AAPAF E-News, please visit website www.aapaf.org, or notify us at 
secretariat@aapaf.org. Contributions from members are welcomed. This newsletter is edited by the AAPAF 
Secretariat, the Singapore Arts Festival.  


