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Welcome  

 
Welcome to the inaugural issue of the quarterly AAPAF E-News. This publication provides news, reports, 
updates and developments of AAPAF members. We hope that this will help open channels of contact and 
dialogue among members as well as interested professionals outside of AAPAF membership. We welcome 
your comments and feedback.    
 

AAPAF Announcements 

New Members 
AAPAF welcomes the Bangkok International Festival of Dance & Music as a Full member of AAPAF and Bali 
Nusa Dua Festival and M1 Singapore Fringe Festival as Associate Members of AAPAF. 
 
Bangkok International Festival of Dance & Music  
Launched in 1999, the festival features operas, ballet, orchestras, contemporary dance and jazz performances 
from all over the world. This six-week long annual festival is held from September to October in Bangkok and is 
organised by the International Cultural Promotions Ltd. http://www.bangkokfestivals.com/ 
 
Bali Nusa Dua Festival 
Established as a well-known festival for Balinese and Indonesian arts for eight years, the 9

th
 Nusa Dua Festival 

2005 was expanded and developed as an international event with participation of international arts companies 
from the region. The international festival also aims to enhance Nusa Dua as one of Bali’s exclusive tourist and 
cultural destinations. 
 
M1 Singapore Fringe Festival 
Organised by Singapore theatre company The Necessary Stage, this new annual fringe 
festival will introduce theatre, installation, film, music and forum created and presented by 
Singaporean and international artists. Based on a different theme every year and curated 
by Artistic Director Alvin Tan, the festival aims to bring the best of contemporary, cutting-
edge and socially engaged works to the Singapore audience. http://www.singaporefringe.com/ 

 
Member News 

 
Seoul International Networking Seminar for Festival Organisers (SINSFO) 2005  
The Seoul Foundation for Arts and Culture (SFAC) organised the Seoul International Networking Seminar for 
Festival Organisers (SINSFO) to encourage merchantability of art produce, cultural festivals and better city 
marketing beyond Korea. Held on 7 & 8 October, SINSFO 2005 ran in conjunction with the first PAMS 
(Performing Arts Market in Seoul) organised by the Ministry of Culture and Tourism. The Seminar invited 
speakers including Alain Paré from CINARS, Sir. Bernard D'Arcier, former artistic director of Avignon Festival, 
Ms Iman Al-Hindawi from World Culture Forum Jordan  and AAPAF members among others for the 2-day 
dialogue.  

 
7th China Shanghai International Arts Festival 2005 
Over two million people attended the 7th China Shanghai International Arts Festival 
(CSIAF), held from October 18 to November 18, 2005. The Festival had 65 
programmes, 114 performances, 19 exhibitions and expos, 65 public activities and 
two main international and domestic forums. The Performing Arts Fair, which was the 
largest component of the Festival, attracted nearly 500 related artistic organisations 
and representatives from 35 countries and regions. In addition, the International 

Piano Competition, Asian Music Festival, Egyptian Culture Week, and Yunnan Culture Week enriched the event 
as “Festivals in a Festival”.  
 
The highlights of 2005 Festival were the Berliner PHILHARMONIKER Premiere Shanghai Concert, and the 
Symposium on the Performing Arts by President of the John F. Kennedy Center Mr. Michael Kaiser. High-
visibility events such as these establish the Festival as one of the leading cultural events in China. CSIAF 
continues to aim towards making its mark as a world-renowned cultural event. http://www.artsbird.com 
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Latin Passion Festival (Hong Kong) - 20 October to 20 November 2005 
The Latin Passion Festival opened on 20 October 2005 with Cuba's legendary music diva, 
Omara Portuondo and her band.  Twenty internationally acclaimed companies and 
ensembles from Latin America and 18 local groups from Hong Kong performed 87 activities 
including music, dance, theatre, exhibition, fiesta and an array of extension activities during 
the 4-week festival period.  An attendance of over 92% was recorded with some 30 000 
tickets sold. http://www.latinfestival.gov.hk 

 
Are you a young and motivated festival operator?  
And you feel the need to improve your skills on how to run a festival? 
The European Festivals Association has set up a training programme for young festival operators especially 
designed to experience high-level vocational training in the field of festival management. They will meet for six 
days to work in topical-based working groups, assist lectures, learn from case studies and implement practical 
activities. Top professionals and academics from the cultural management field will share their expertise in 
different issue-driven working groups and sharing sessions. Round tables, informal talks and contacts with 
artists and leading cultural institutions create opportunities for young festival operators to train their skills in 
various environments.  
 
The first Atelier will take place in the historically meaningful city of Görlitz from 15 until 21 May 2006. If you are 
interested in the scheme, please visit our website to find out more about the background, the content and the 
application form soon. http://www.euro-festival.net 

 

International and Regional Arts Meetings and Fairs (Hong Kong) 

In June 2006, Hong Kong will be host to some international and regional arts meetings and fairs. Below is the 

list of events held during the period: 

 

• International Society for the Performing Arts (ISPA) International Congress 2006 - 8 to 11 June. 

• Association of Asia-Pacific Performing Arts Centres (AAPPAC) – 6 & 7 June 

• Association of Asian Performing Arts Festivals (AAPAF) – 7 & 8 June  

• China (Hong Kong) International Performing Arts Fair - 7 to 11 June 

 

Highlights of a series of performances staged for visiting delegates during the period include: 

 

• The Peony Pavilion (Kunqu opera), Hong Kong Cultural Centre Grand Theatre, 5 to 7 June 

• Joint concert by Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra and Hong Kong Chinese Orchestra, Hong Kong 

Cultural Centre Concert Hall - 8 June   

• Eifman Ballet, Hong Kong Cultural Centre Grand Theatre, 9 to 11 June  

• Hong Kong Dance Festival, during the ISPA Congress period  

 
AAPAF Meetings, Collaborations 

 
AAPAF 4

th
 Executive Council Meeting 2005 

The 4
th 
AAPAF Executive Council Meeting was held on 5 October 2005 in Seoul. AAPAF would like to thank its 

meeting host SIDance and meeting sponsors PAMS (Performing Arts Market in Seoul) and the SFAC (Seoul 
Foundation for Arts & Culture) for their support. A sharing session by AAPAF members was held with seven 
AAPAF members sharing programme information and seeking joint production collaboration for projects in 2006.  
Below list some of the confirmed shared projects for reference. Please feel free to contact them directly if you 
would like more information for collaboration consideration. 
 

Projects Contact 

Mobile  

Theatre production by The Necessary Stage on the Asian migrant worker 

with artistes from Singapore, Philippines, Thailand and Japan. 
Available for tour after premier in Singapore Arts Festival 2006. 
 

Singapore Arts Festival 
Ms Quek Yeng Yeng 
quek_yeng_yeng@nac.gov.sg 
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Theatre co-production project 2007  

Collaboration by Seinendan Theatre Co, Tokyo & Beijing’s People’s Art 

Theatre. Contemporary Theatre work about Sino-Japanese relations.  

Premier in Mar 07 in Hong Kong, followed by Beijing and Tokyo. Looking for 

co-production & touring partners. 

 
Chinese playwright & New Drama Forum (a 3-year project 07-09) 
Looking for regional partners interested to be involved in the 3-year process 
to co-produce new plays in Chinese language.  
 

Hong Kong Arts Festival 

Mr So Kwok Wan  

Kwokwan.so@hkaf.org 
 

Sharing of International productions 
Looking for regional partners to share costs for international productions 
invited to the Mime Festival during 29 May to 4 June 2006.  
 

Chuncheon Mime Festival  

Mr S. Kyu Choi 

mimeart@yahoo.com 
 

Five Elements, Seven Sentiments 
Dance production choreographed by Padmini Chettur 
Premier in Oct 2006, Seoul. Available for Tour after the premier. 
 
Michael Clark’s “O” 
Asian Premiere in Oct 2006, Seoul. Looking for touring partners in Asia. 

Seoul Performing Arts Festival 
Claire (Mooryang) Sung 
mooryang@hotmail.com 
 

 
2nd Annual General Meeting of AAPAF 2006 
The 2

nd
 Annual General Meeting will be held in Hong Kong on 7 & 8 June 2006. This will take place in 

conjunction with the ISPA International Congress of the International Society of Performing Arts (ISPA) 8 – 11 
June 2006, as well as the annual conference of the Association of Asian Pacific Arts Centres (AAPAC) 6-7 June 
2006. More details will be made available to members.  
 
Collaborations 
The Singapore Arts Festival has commissioned Korean choreographer Kim Eun Hee to create a new 
choreographic work for the Singapore Dance Theatre as part of the Festival’s opening programme in June 2006, 
in collaboration with SIDance in Korea. The work will be created to Tan Dun’s Fire Ritual performed live by the 
Singapore Chinese Orchestra.  

 
Appointments 

 
Ms Chua Ai Liang, former Deputy Director for Singapore Arts Festival has assumed the role of Director for 
Audience Development for National Arts Council Singapore. AAPAF records its thanks for her dedication and 
contribution as Secretary to AAPAF during its last 2 formative years. Ms Quek Yeng Yeng, current Deputy 
Director for Singapore Arts Festival, has assumed the role as Secretary for AAPAF. She can be reached at 
quek_yeng_yeng@nac.gov.sg for all AAPAF secretarial/membership matters.  
 
Mr Douglas Gautier, Executive Director for Hong Kong Arts Festival will be leaving the festival to take up the 
position of CEO at the Adelaide Festival Centre in May 2006.  
 
Mr Chul-lee Kim, former Artistic Director for the Suwon Hwaseong Fortress Theatre Festival has been 
appointed as the new Artistic Director for the Seoul Performing Arts Festival from 2006 to 2008. 
 
Ms Ng Siew Eng, former General Manager for Singapore Dance Theatre has assumed the appointment of 
General Manager, Singapore Lyric Opera. Ms Chan Mei Wah has been appointed the new General Manager 
for Singapore Dance Theatre. 

 
Subscribe/Unsubscribe 

 
To subscribe or unsubscribe to AAPAF eNews, please visit website www.aapaf.org, or notify us at 
secretariat@aapaf.org.  Contributions from members welcomed. This newsletter is co-ordinated by AAPAF 
Secretariat at the Singapore Arts Festival.  


